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Bracing for the long haul

Sense of unity as students clean up at Wits after sleep-over

KATE MORRISSEY
kathleen.morrissey@inl.co.za

HE SARAFINA! sound-
Ttrack, Struggle music

reminiscent of freedom
marches, played softly yester-
day morning as Wits students
cleaned what has become their
house.

They have been occupying
Senate House, which they
renamed Solomon House, as
part of the ongoing protest over
the proposed fees increment
since the university council
refused to meet them there on
Monday.

T’'ve lived in this country for
only two weeks, but I've been

told by locals that protests in
South Africa are often chaotic
and violent.

Wits student leaders have
emphasised to their peers that
this particular one needs to be
a peaceful demonstration, and
they seem to be taking that
mandate seriously.

They have also taken that a
step further, demonstrating a
sense of community.

They used mops and brooms
to clean the floors. One man
refilled the toilet paper in the
bathrooms, which had run out
since many of the university
services shut down with the
protest.

The Solomon House banner

I

chanting “Fees Must Fall"” in support of the protesting students

outside Parliament yesterday.
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With mayhem outside, Nene
forges ahead with his speech

MARIANNE MERTEN

AS STUN grenades were fired
in the parliamentary precinct
to try to disperse several hun-
dred #FeesMustFall student
protesters, Finance Minister
Nhlanhla Nene put on his
poker face and pushed on with
his medium-term budget policy
statement.

Inside the House, the stu-
dents’ chant of Asina’'mali (We
don’t have money) was not
heard. Instead, Nene empha-
sised the long-term view to
solve the higher education

“It needs to be said that dis-
ruption of learning is not con-
ducive...

“But Higher Education Min-
ister Blade Nzimande has
rightly indicated the need to
strengthen student financing
further and find solutions
where current arrangements
are inadequate,” Nene told MPs.

His comments follow an
agreement to cap the 2016 fee
increases at 6 percent following
a meeting between Nzimande,
university vice-chancellors and
student representatives, al-
though this proposal remains

hung from an upper floor. A
projector displayed the latest
#NationalShutDown tweets.

A few students, including
one who has been active in the
protest since the students
blocked Wits’s gates, were still
in sleeping bags after spending
the night in the hall.

Outside the Great Hall, the
sun lit a jacaranda tree from

the perfect angle. One student
paused to take a picture of it.
Other students swept the stairs
and picked up trash.

The clean-up crew’s sense of
community and team spirit has
been a part of the protest since
it began, cultivated especially
by two bold female leaders,
Shaeera Kalla and Nompendulo
Mkatshwa.

After they finished clean-
ing, the students gathered in
Senate House to eat the break-
fast that other students had
carried in. They had bread and
apples, tea, coffee and soft
drinks.

They have created a dona-
tion process via Twitter so that

——.

NOT LEAVING A MESS: Wits students cleaning up outside Senate House after they slept and spent the
night waiting for the vice-chancellor to address them on campus.

they can continue to feed them-
selves. They are encouraging

both supply and money dona-
tions. It’s clear that these stu-
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dents are prepared for the long
haul.

ON GUARD: Riot police closely watch protesting University of Cape Town students protest outside Parliament before the budget policy speech.

negotiations at individual insti-
tutions of tertiary education.
ANC MP Paul Mashatile,
who chairs the appropriations
committee, which will from
today deal with the medium-

said it would be up to Parlia-
ment to proceed with the
engagement on student fees.
While hundreds of students
broke through the security bar-
rier to enter the Parliamentary

were thrown out of the
National Assembly after they
drowned out Nene as he began
delivering his medium-term
budget policy statement with
chants of “fees must fall”.
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Didiza responded by individu-
ally ordering each EFF MP to
leave the chamber before call-
ing on parliamentary protec-
tion officers to remove them.
Plainclothes officers
entered the National Assembly
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and pushed EFF MPs from
their benches, the first time
this has happened since the
party was booted out ahead of
President Jacob Zuma’s State
of the Nation Address. — Addi-
tional reporting by ANA

Classes
called
off for

now

MANDLA KHOZA

STUDENTS at the Mbombela
campus of the Tshwane Uni-
versity of Technology (TUT)
have joined the national

#FeesMustFall campaign,
causing classes to be suspended
yesterday.

The branch chairman of the
South African Students Con-
gress on campus, Jacob Tau,
said the Mbombela students
were supporting the general
protest against fees, but also
drafted their own memoran-
dum to raise problems specific
to them.

“We drafted our own issues
which directly affect us, espe-
cially issues of residency. Less
than 10 percent of our students
here are in residence, whereas
the Higher Education Act says
it should be at least 50 percent,”
he said.

Tau was also critical of the
National Student Financial Aid
Scheme. “NSFAS does not help
us, it only benefits a few stu-
dents, which is not what the
constitution and the Freedom
Charter say,” said Tau.

He said that if the TUT cam-
pus did not address the stu-
dents’ concerns, particularly
the issue of residency, the stu-
dents would shut it down.

Student Neo Mohlala said
she arrived to find the gates
had been locked and had to
return home.

“We stayed outside for a
while and were told to return
home. Some started singing
Struggle songs.

“As students, we like what is
happening because fees are too
expensive. Our parents are
struggling,” said Mohlala.

Dr Annemarie Breytenbach,
the acting campus director at
TUT Mbombela, confirmed
that all TUT campuses, includ-
ing Mbombela, had been shut.

“Yes, the campus has been
closed until further notice.
This includes the others,” she
said.

TUT spokeswoman Willa de
Ruyter couldn’t be reached for
comment because her cell-
phone was off. — African Eye
News Service

This isn’t Marikana, cops told
during Kimberley campus standoff

BENIDA PHILLIPS

SOL PLAATJE University stu-
dents at the former NIHE cam-
pus in Kimberley yesterday
said classes would be allowed to
resume today following a
protest at the institution.

Chaos erupted on campus
after students demonstrated
their unhappiness with a pre-
liminary increase of 8 percent
in tuition fees.

Students also accused man-
agement of not being transpar-
ent with regard to how student
bursaries are being utilised.

The police were called in to
bring the rowdy students under
control. They, however, became
aggravated and started throw-
ing stones after the officers
arrived.

Two stun grenades were
fired by police to disperse the
crowd, and one student was
arrested, which then resulted
in a standoff between the stu-
dents and the police.

“Students are fighting for
their rights but, instead, they
are being victimised by the

police. This is not Marikana
and the police should not come
with their Marikana mental-
ity,” some students shouted.

Students called for a zero
percent increase and said man-
agement had even overstepped
the 6 percent increase proposed
by the Department of Higher
Education.

“Management said they will
increase the fees by 8 percent...
that is just madness. There are
students who do not have
money and still have outstand-
ing fees they need to pay. If the
fees are increasing, how are
they going to make the pay-
ment?” one student asked.

Another accused the institu-
tion of not being honest with
the financial management of
the students’ finances.

“There are students who
received bursaries to study, but
they do not know how their
bursaries are being utilised by
the institution.

“We just go to class and have
to continue with our studies
but are in complete darkness
about where we stand finan-

cially... we do not even receive
financial statements stating
how much of our bursaries are
being utilised and on what, and
then you are just informed that
you owe the institution money.”

The president of the
recently elected student repre-
sentative council (SRC), Tiro
Cwaile, said they had reached
an agreement with manage-
ment to halt all protests pend-
ing feedback from Minister of
Higher Education Blade Nzi-
mande.

“We will continue with
classes as normal and have also
agreed that the increase (in
fees) will be suspended. We will
again hold a meeting after we
have heard from the minister,”
he said. Cwaile added that they
had also resolved other out-
standing matters.

“We have agreed that stu-
dents should not be financially
excluded due to outstanding
fees. We will assist those who
do not have funds to pay their
fees by hosting fund-raisers
and will ask private companies
to assist.”
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